
STAFF:  
 

Mary F. Amerman 
Preschool Partners  

Coordinator 
 

Susan Gerhard 
Family Support  

Network   
Coordinator 

 

Katie Seymour 
Partner for Success   

Coordinator  
 

Located at:  
 

Cherry Hill  
Middle School 

2535 Singerly Rd 
Elkton, MD 21921 

Tel: (410) 996-5637 

Email: prc@ccps.org  

Website:  

www.ccps.org/Page/254 

 
Serving all CCPS  

families who are     looking 
for  resources and support 
re-

HOURS:  

Monday……………………………...10 AM—2 PM 

Tuesday…………………………...9:30 AM—2 PM 

Wednesday……………………...9:30 AM—1 PM 

Thursday……………………………..10 AM—2 PM 

Friday……………………………………………..Closed 

 
Hopefully by now the last of the winter weath-

er is over and we can  
THINK SPRING!  

 
At the Parent Resource Center, thinking spring 
means thinking about our annual Special Edu-

cation Resource Fair!  
 

Taking place on March 10, our fair     
offers parents resources from many  

different agencies that help families who have 
a member with a disability or       delay. You 
can get a multitude of         information from 
tutoring, to camps, to planning for life after 

high school.  There will be workshop sessions 
you can attend to increase your knowledge on 

selected special education topics.  
 

Click the link below to pre-register: 
 

Resource Fair Registration 
 

The staff of the Parent Resource Center: 
Mary F. Amerman 

Katie  Seymour 
Susan Gerhard 

Dates to Remember  
 
 
March 
30– Spring Holiday: Schools 
Closed 
 
April 
2– Spring Holiday: Schools 
Closed 
 
May 
28– Memorial Day– schools 
closed 
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Parent Resource Center- 2535 Singerly Road, Elkton, MD  21921  *   410-996-5637  *   prc@ccps.org 

 

Cecil County Public Schools’ Parent Resource Center for Special Education provides a resource for parents, 

educators, and the community that benefit all youth with delays or special needs, birth to 21 years of age. 

The center provides resources, workshops, and links between the school and community. 

All programs are free of charge.  Registration encouraged, but not required. Please join us!  

 

Special Education Resource Fair 

Saturday, March 10, 2018 

9:00 AM to 12:00 PM 

Bay View Elementary School  
910 North East Road, North East, MD 21910  

 

 Agency Resource Tables  

 Special Education Workshops 
 

Parents, Educators, Community Members       

All are welcome to attend this  

FREE Resource Fair! 

 Pre-register and Receive a Door Prize!    

PRC PLAYGROUPS- are open to all children birth to age 5 with their parents and caregivers.  

Join us as we play, make a craft and sing songs! 
 

  
Monday- 10 AM to 11 AM 

Where: Chesapeake City Library 

January 8 

February 12 

March 19 

April 9 

May 14 

 

Thursday- 10 AM to 11:30 AM  

Where: North East Public Library    

(rear entrance) 

January 4, 11, 18, 25 

February 1, 8, 15, 22 

March 1, 15, 22 

April 5, 12, 19, 26 

May 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 

 

Wednesday- 10 AM to 11 AM 

Where: PRC Joins the Judy Center 

at the Health Department 

January 17 

February 21 

April 18 

May 16 

 

 

Support Group- drop in and let’s chat! 
 

Where: Parent Resource Center Office 

When: Tuesday Mornings from 10:30 AM to 11:30 AM 

Dates: January 2, February 6, March 6, April 10, May 8 

 

Information Workshops                        
Held at the PRC Office from 10:00 AM to 11:30 AM 

 

January 22:  Taking Care of Ourselves: Stress Reduction Workshop 

Presented by Beverly Jackey from University of Maryland Extension. 

Providing care to a child with a disability can be a demanding 

and stressful job. Stress can take a toll on your health and effectiveness 

as a parent or caregiver. This workshop will provide information about 

how to identify common sources and signs of stress and provide 

attendees with everyday easy strategies to reduce stress.  
 

February 5: Planning for the Future & Transition Plan Basics  

Presented by Chrissy Webster from CCPS. 

Review the purpose of a transition plan, who is involved and 

how it is developed. Review of outside agencies, such as DORS, DDA, 

BHA and other local service providers. What help can they be to your 

child and family? Information about higher education for students with 

significant disabilities, learn more about Think College. It is a national 

organization dedicated to developing, expanding, and improving inclusive 

higher education options for people with intellectual disabilities.  
 

April 24: Autism Spectrum Disorders: Puberty & Sexuality 

Presented by Neal Lichter and Trish Kane from Pathfinders for Autism 

What is the difference between Puberty and Sexuality and why 

is this especially challenging for individuals with Autism Spectrum 

Disorder? Neal Lichter and Trish Kane will highlight specific puberty and 

sexuality concerns specific to individuals with Autism using a Puberty and 

Sexuality toolkit. They will provide strategies and tools to assist with 

these concerns.  This toolkit will be made available to all attendees. 
 

May 21: Summer Fun and Activities  

Don’t get bored this summer…get moving! Representatives from          

Cecil County Public Libraries and other agencies will be here to let you 

know what’s going on in the summer. PRC staff with make sure you 

leave with a goody bag and some great ideas for activities. You must 

register for this event by May 14th so we have enough supplies.  

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  

 

 





Do you know??? 
 
 
 

The Parent Resource Center 
 

has a Lending Library  
 

for parents and educators! 
 

Whether you are looking for a book on 

helping your child at home  

or you want to learn more about a particular disability.  

We have a wide range of resources and can help you  

find something to fit your need or interest.  
 

Browse our collection online:                       

ccpsprc.goalexandria.com 

 

 and then stop in and  

check out a book from  

PRC’s Lending Library! 

 







At the Point of Transition 
https://marylandlearninglinks.org/at-the-point-of-transition/ 
 
 
Graduating from high school and moving on to college, trade school, or work is a busy and    
exciting time for all students and families. For students with disabilities, this period can be filled 
with many additional questions about the future. Students who have used and benefited from 
Special Education for many years now, have to take it upon themselves to make their way 
through the very different landscape of post-secondary services. Not only does the scope of 
services change at this point, but there can also be a great deal of variation among the institu-
tions. Most jarring of all for some is the realization that for the first time, they are responsible 
for advocating for their own rights. 
 
How can educators help prepare students for the point of transition? 
One way is to promote the student’s self-determination and self-advocacy skills. 
 
Another way is for the IEP team to consider which agencies and providers should be involved in 
the eventual transition planning for the student upon graduation. Whenever possible, linkages 
should be put in place prior to the student exiting the entitlement services of the school system. 
Having the new support services in place ahead of time, greatly increases the likelihood that 
the student will have a successful transition. 
There are three important areas to keep in mind relating to the point of transition: 
 
The Laws 
Legal rights are laws written by the government to help protect people, reduce barriers, and 
ensure equal opportunity for all citizens. Before the age of 21 children with disabilities are pro-
tected by IDEA 2004, a law that makes it clear that all students are entitled to a free and ap-
propriate public education. This system changes as students move from entitlement to the new 
world of eligibility. Here’s a look at two of the relevant laws: 
 
SECTION 504 
Section 504 is a civil rights law that protects the rights of individuals with disabilities in  
programs and activities, including schools that receive federal funds. Everyone has the right to 
be free from discrimination on the basis of a disability. In the early school years, a child may be 
found ineligible under the IDEA, but eligible under Section 504 and the ADA. The child would 
then receive services and accommodations under these anti-discrimination laws. In college, the 
Rehabilitation Act and ADA provide a right to accommodations for qualified persons with disabil-
ities, so that courses, examinations, and activities will be accessible. These laws also require 
reasonable accommodations in the workplace for qualified individuals with disabilities. 
 
It is important to note that the protections of these laws are for qualified persons with disabili-
ties. This means that the person in question must be qualified to do the college program or job, 
in order to be protected under the law. Unlike public elementary and secondary school, where 
children are presumed to be qualified, in college a person may have to prove that he or she is 
qualified. 
 
ADA 
The Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 prohibits discrimination against people with disabili-

ties, including individuals with learning disabilities. The ADA applies to all schools, even those 

that do not receive federal funds.  

 

This means that while a person still needs to meet entrance criteria such as test scores and 

GPA, his or her disability cannot be used as a reason to deny admittance to a school.  



At the Point of Transition (continued) 
 
 

As noted above, ADA can provide a right to accommodations for students with disabilities.  

However, some accommodations are not supported by ADA. These may include changes in the 

kinds of exams required for courses. A degree program may require mostly essay tests or 

demonstrations. Requesting a multiple choice test may be viewed as changing the essential way 

the field of study needs to be demonstrated. Requesting additional time for performance-based 

exercises may not be permitted because completing a task in a specified amount of time, may 

be an essential skill that cannot be modified. 

 

Age of majority means that upon reaching the age of 18 (or 19 or 21 in some states) that  

students have the right to make their own educational decisions. The responsibility to know the 

laws and pursue services, belongs to the student. 

 

The IEP of a student with disabilities helps to guide all aspects of his or her education up to the 

point when that student finishes public education. From that point onward, the IEP is no longer 

a part of the educational program. While no longer binding, however, the IEP can still be useful. 

If students want special accommodations in college, they can bring their IEP to the college’s 

disability services office, and it can be a helpful, though not legally binding – guide to services 

that may benefit the student. 

 

As part of IDEA, high schools must provide outgoing Special Education students with a Sum-

mary of Functional Performance or SOP. In Maryland the SOP is the Maryland Exit Document. 

This document works much like an IEP in that, while it is also not binding, it includes recom-

mendations on how to assist students in meeting their college goals. It is up to the student to 

request his or her SOP from their high school and to then submit it to the disability coordinator 

at their college. 

 

Transition to Work 

For students who are planning to go directly from their public education to the world of employ-

ment, there is much that can be done during their public education to prepare for this transi-

tion: 

The IEP team can connect students to pre-vocational and vocational services (from private 

agencies and public ones like the Maryland Division of Rehabilitation Services – DORS) that will 

help prepare them for work and build relationships that will be essential in their post-secondary 

school lives. 

 

The IEP team can connect the student with real-world work experiences and real-world workers 

who can provide the student with invaluable information about their career paths. 

The IEP team can work with the student on his or her self-advocacy skills which are essential 

for everyone in the workplace, but especially for people with disabilities. 

And again, while a student is likely to be ELIGIBLE for similar services to these after completing 

his or her public education, it makes sense to take advantage of the public education services 

while the student is still ENTITLED to them. 

 



At the Point of Transition (continued) 
 
 

Transition to College 

 

Applying to and beginning college is a challenging experience for anyone. And it can be that 

much more challenging if a person has a disability. As is often the case though, knowledge can 

be a very powerful tool. Here is some information that you can share with your students who 

are hoping to continue their education in college: 

 

It is important to be aware of the responsibilities of the college in which you choose to enroll. A 

college cannot ask a prospective student about their disability before they enroll and cannot 

take into account that disability during the admission process. As an applicant, you can request 

changes in admission requirements related to the standardized entrance examinations (SAT, 

GRE, etc.) if you can provide documentation from a qualified professional who evaluates and 

verifies the existence of a disability. 

 

Once you are admitted, the college does not have a legal obligation to identify students with 

disabilities. Students with disabilities must take it upon themselves to get the accommodations 

they need to succeed. 

 

Every college has a different system in place to accommodate students with disabilities. And 

students are well advised to learn about these different systems before enrolling in a college. 

Some colleges offer only minimum services known as “generic” services that are available to all 

students with disabilities, while others offer much more comprehensive approaches that include 

full-time disability program coordinators. The kind and amount of services a college offers can 

potentially be a deciding factor when a student chooses which college to attend. Whatever the 

system, be aware that colleges cannot charge additional fees to students for providing accom-

modations. 

 

Colleges can and must provide students with accommodations. Unlike high school, where  

students are ENTITLED to whatever accommodations are found necessary in their IEP, college 

students who are ELIGIBLE to receive accommodations can find their requests refused. Colleges 

can say “No,” to any request if they can show that the accommodations would be an undue  

financial burden; would fundamentally alter their academic program; or if the accommodation is 

of a personal, physical nature. 

 

When students with disabilities turn 21 or complete the requirements for a Maryland High 

School Diploma or a Maryland High School Certificate of Program Completion, their public edu-

cation is complete. Up until that point, there is an obligation to provide these students with that 

education and the relevant services. The education and services must be provided because the 

student is ENTITLED to them under the law. Once students have completed their public educa-

tion, they may very well want to continue their education and to receive similar services. How-

ever, there is no longer a legal obligation that these things be provided. The student is now ELI-

GIBLE to receive more education and services, but they are no longer guaranteed under the 

law. Students must seek out and apply for whatever education and services they would like to 

receive. It is essential that educators prepare students and families, so they understand this 

change in legal status and that they are prepared for it. 

 

 



  

       

 

 

 

 

 

DID YOU KNOW THAT… 

“The IEP team makes the determination of how a student will  

participate in instruction and statewide assessments.” 
 

 “The Maryland Alternate Assessments are a part of a system of curriculum, instruction, and assessment tools 

for students with significant cognitive disabilities who cannot participate in the general assessments with or 

without accommodations.” 

 The Technical Assistance Bulletin on Maryland Guidance for IEP Teams on Participation Decisions for the Alternate 

Assessments, “outlines the steps that an IEP team must take in determining whether the Maryland Alternate 

Assessments are appropriate for a student. These include, 

 (a) reviewing student records and important information across multiple school years and settings 

(e.g., school, home, community) and,  

 (b) determining whether the student fits all of the criteria for participating in the alternate 

assessments as outlined in this document.” 

 “A student who participates in the Maryland Alternate Assessments participates in all content areas of English/language 

arts, Mathematics, and Science. The likelihood of a student fulfilling graduation requirements to earn a diploma 

decreases as a student continues to participate in the Maryland Alternate Assessments. Therefore, it is critical for the 

IEP team to revisit eligibility decisions in relation to student progress. A student’s IEP must be reviewed at least once 

annually.” 

Want to gain more in depth knowledge on Decisions for Alternate Assessments?      

Click this link:  

http://marylandpublicschools.org/programs/Documents/Special-Ed/TAB/AlternateAssessmentParticipationGuide.pdf 

to read the whole Technical Assistance Bulletin that was updated July 1, 2017. 

RESOURCE REVIEW: 

http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/programs/Pages/Special-Education/index.aspx 

 Periodically MSDE posts Technical Assistance Bulletins and Guidance Documents.  

 These documents include a question/answer type format and are very in depth.    

Here is a direct link to all of Technical Assistance Bulletins and Guidance Documents on the MSDE website:  

http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/programs/Pages/Special-Education/info.aspx 



Past versions of            
The Special Edition 
newsletter are also 
available on our  

internet site.  

The Parent Resource Center exists to provide a resource for parents, 
educators, and the community that will benefit all youth with disabilities. The 
center provides training, resources, and linkages between the school and 
community. Staffed by parents and educators, the center’s activities include, 
but are not limited to, the following:  
 

 Maintaining a lending library of articles, newsletters, books, and 
videotapes on a wide range of special education topics, such as special 
education law, types of disabilities, support groups, and recreational 
opportunities.  

 Seeking ways to encourage and strengthen communication between 
parents and school personnel.  

 Referring families to local support groups, workshops, and advocacy 
groups.  

 Providing an opportunity for families to network and share ideas and   
experiences.  

 
Link experienced parents to parents of newly identified children with similar 
special needs.  
Offer support to parents who need someone to talk to on an individual basis 
in a confidential, supportive, atmosphere.  
 
The Parent Resource Center is a cooperative program that includes: 

 Family Support Network of the Cecil County Infants & Toddlers        
Program,  

 Partners for Success of the Cecil County Public Schools Special           
Education Program, and Preschool Partners Program. 

PARENT RESOURCE CENTER  
FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION 

Cherry Hill Middle School 
2535 SINGERLY ROAD 

ELKTON, MARYLAND 21921 
410-996-5637 

WWW.CCPS.OR
G 

Cherry Hill Middle School 

2535 Singerly Road 

Elkton, MD  21921 

CCPS 

The Cecil County Public School System does not discriminate in admissions, access, treatment, or employment 
in its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, gender, age, national origin, religion, or disability. 

This newsletter is produced by: 
Department of Special Education 

Cecil County Public Schools 
201 Booth Street 

Elkton, MD  21921 


